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About the Trilogy 

What is a university in the twenty-first century?  And what is it to understand the university?  Is it just a social institution or might it 

also be understood through ideas?   In this unique trilogy of books, Ronald Barnett has sought to set out a social philosophy of the 

university that provides answers to such questions.  It also critiques the doom-mongers who believe that the university is ‘in ruins’, 

and argues that there are still spaces for the university to realize anew its potential in the world.  While their narratives interweave, 

each book offers a self-sufficient and highly accessible text.  Together, these books can help to orient the university in a search for 

new paths and should be of interest to all concerned with its future. 
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